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TRUSTEE ROLE DESCRIPTION

INTRODUCTION

The Samuel Gardner Memorial Trust was set up in April 1970 following a bequest from Arthur Gardner who wished the Trust to be named in memory of his father Samuel, a prominent landowner and benefactor in the Harrow on the Hill area. 

The objectives of the Trust are to apply trust income towards:

• the advancement of music and musical education generally
• support for the arts and heritage

The Trust’s first priority is to support music education projects which show lasting legacy and quality, and are centred on learning and participation, music in healthcare, young people's musical development, and inclusiveness. As a subsidiary strand the Trust considers applications which address the preservation of the natural environment.

The Trust distributes grants of approximately £50,000 per annum but this
can vary from year to year depending on applications received and investment
returns. Included in this figure is a substantial contribution to the bursary fund of the Purcell School with whom the Trust has a long-standing commitment. 

TRUSTEES
The current trustees are:
Tim Davy
Marion Friend MBE (Chair)
Dr Ursula Jones OBE
Nick Rampley

Administrator: Sarah Osborn (part-time)

We are keen to recruit additional trustees who have specialisms or particular interests and experience in some of the following areas:
· Creative music-making across the age range e.g. animateur, presenter, performer, music education project manager
· Music-making in healthcare and/or social care settings 
· Professional legal experience, particularly in charity law

We are not limited to these areas and welcome interest from other prospective trustees who are committed to our objectives and may also be first-time trustees with no prior experience. 
 
TRUSTEE ROLE

We hold two Trustee meetings per year, usually in April and October. These are held in London and we expect Trustees to attend in person or remotely if not possible. Travel expenses are offered for those outside the Greater London/M25 area. 
In addition to their standard responsibilities under Charity Commission guidance, Trustees primarily assess funding applications and provide their views. Applications are circulated before meetings, and decisions are then discussed and finalised. 
Trustees receive invitations from time to time to attend performances and events by organisations who have received Trust support.  
Please see our website Case Studies Archive - Samuel Gardner Memorial Trust for examples of organisations the Trust has supported recently. 

TERMS OF OFFICE

Trustees have a term of office of three years with the potential for reappointment of two further terms. 

HOW TO APPLY

Please contact us 
samuelgardnertrust@outlook.com or Marion Friend enquiries@marionfriend.co.uk if you would like an initial informal conversation about the trustee role. 
Deadline for applications: Friday 04 September 2026.
We hope to finalise appointments and welcome new Trustees to our next meeting in mid-October. 

Looking forward to hearing from you! 

Samuel Gardner Memorial Trust
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